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JFK & Castro: 
Lost History? 


JAMES A* WECHSLER 

JPRy^siUvelyHresjKmdin^ 6 to * ov^r^ures 

detente with the United States m - Fldel Castro for n 

flrmed n the 

Y* , ^no\yn fn 

a w£Vre™v^ and offer*, 

‘hat seemed to be 

woo^now^ditoi^oOhe^o^ j n Septer,iber, 1963 , wIlen Att . 
cial adviser for African a^airs at th^TT ^ * W f servin ^ 35 s »<" 

8«S ^ N^^m U a ^ 

Castro was grmv^ng^re^fvru^^^S^^' 0 "* ° ther s a urces ‘hat 
prepared to malSr^StKnSZK ‘KT”* Was 
inodation with the *° achieve an accom- 

rirt between Castro afd^he 00^,4 3 dee P eni ^ 

who was said to regard Castro as ‘^gewuslv unr"h a h^ miSar 

Ave^aS^h^uV^'r^T Adla > Stevens » n and 
gation at the UN to find out rif fn Cuban del *- 

on our terms.” lf ln fact Ca ^ ro did want to talk 

* * * 


■^^^^n«/i ga, ine chief Cub^JeI^rftr- 1 ^wr^ „'1ir^ U ^ 1, i ^ i r ' 
TTcIear we were ^t^ifcITiHrdisaSI^^ g 3ST ™ aTe 

. was a stron^aneeXfca'stro womd m n i? a J, 01 ' 1 At,wood there 

Kennedy said he thought it would h" ' ln y ,tt! J}* m ‘° Cuba. Robert 

a dream of U.S.-Cuban reconciliation S lear *°h m , al ] y ong mon ‘hs 
with Lechunga and was 'n telnhnn’ learned of Attwood’s talks 
Rene Vallejo, Castro’s personal aMe. CCmmumcation «'ith Maj. 

5 ° m ? gan ?" P ^l^ 3d ° Vl ^ WC ’~ 

On Nov. 5 Attvvood' rriet^vitlTTtrcGeofge' Bundy at the White 


House^ Bundy, he reports, said nhe President more than the 
.State Dept, was interested in exploring tHlFoverture but thouVhT 
now fincTout fds rwha r~Casfro wante<rm~discuss 
before going-into-a' meeting:’*'— — — — ~ — — — — ' 

, VafleiV'ea'IIed" Miss~Howard again to emphasize that the 
Cubans would accept any secrecy arrangements we proposed. He 
also said that Castro alone would be present— and specifically 
stated that Guevara would not he. 

* * * 

Bundy told Attwood that President Kennedy still favored pre- 
liminary private talks at the UN to ascertain whether Castro was 
seriously interested” in discussing the points Stevenson had 
raised m -a UN speech on^OctJ. In that address Stevenson had 
|^i??.lJ^S^Cuban cold war^buld~be~endecT^ 
firing orders from Moscow and infiltrating other Latin American 
states,, and returned to the democratic promises of his revolution 

Attwood telephoned Valle ,1oTt^aynWe“^^Aum her ISd 
confirmed our readiness to listen to Castro. Vallejo said Castro 
would tell Lechunga to discuss an agenda for the conversation 
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see brn immediately after he met with Lechunga. The President 
Blind y added, would be available except for "a brief trip to Dallas ” 

Soon after the assassination Attwood encountered Lechunga, 
who said he had been instructed by Castro on Nov. 23 to begin 
formal discussions” with him. . 

“ * * 1 ^formed Bundy and later was told that the Cuban 
exercise would be put on ice for a while-which it was and where 
it lias been ever since,” Attwocd writes. 
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rilfc between Castro and Che Guevara, the hard-line Commisar f 

who was said to regard Castro as “dangerously unreliable." > 

The reports seemed plausible to Attwood; a long session with < 
Castro in 1959 “convinced me that he was too emotional to be a ; 
disciplined Communist, though naive enough to be swayed by 1 
Communist advisers." t 

Attwood suggested to UN Ambassador Adlai Stevenson and x 
Averell Harriman that quiet contact be made with the Cuban dele- 
gation at the UN to find out “if in fact Castro did want to talk 
on our terms." 

* * * 

Harriman favored the idea but advised Attwood to explore 
It with Robert Kennedy “because of its political implications." 
Meanwhile Stevenson discussed the matter with President Ken- 
nedy, who approved the notion of Attwood conferring with Dr. 
Carlos Lechunga, the chief Cuban delegate, “so long as I made 
it clear we were not soliciting discussions." 

At a party a few days later Lechunga told Attwood there 
was a strong chance that Castro would invite him to Cuba. Robert 
Kennedy said he thought it would be preferable if such a private 
session were held outside Cuba, possibly in Mexico. 

The late Lisa Howard, the spirited TV correspondent who 
knew Castro well and tenaciously pursued for many long months 
a dream of U.S.*Cuban reconciliation, learned of Attwood’s talks 
with Lechunga and was in telphone communication with Maj. 
Rene Vallejo, Castro’s personal aide. 

On Oct. 31 Vallejo told Miss Howard that Castro would wel- ' 
come an unpublicized visit from a U. S. official. 

On Nov. 5 Attwood met with McGeorge Bundy at the White 
House; Bundy, he reports, said “the President more than the 
State Dept, was interested in exploring this overture but thought 
we should now find out just what Castro wanted to discuss 
before going into a meeting." 

Vallejo called Miss Howard again to emphasize that the 
Cubans would accept any secrecy arrangements we proposed. He 
also said that Castro alone would be present — and specifically 
stated that Guevara would not be. 
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Bundy told Attwood that President Kennedy still favored pre- 
liminary private talks at the UN to ascertain whether Castro was 
“seriously interested" in discussing the points Stevenson had 
raised in a UN speech on Oct. 7. In that address Stevenson had 
said the U.S.-Cuban cold war could be ended if Castro stopped 
taking orders from Moscow and infiltrating other Latin American 
states, and returned to the democratic promises of his revolution. 

Attwood telephoned Vallejo at a private Havana number and 
confirmed our readiness to listen to Castro. Vallejo said Castro 
would tell Lechunga to discuss an agenda for the conversation. 

On Nov. 19 Bundy told AttwoOd that the President wanted to 
see him immediately after he met with Lechunga. The President, 
Bundy added, would be available except for “a brief trip to Dallas." 
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Soon after the assassination Attwood encountered Lechunga, 
who said he had been instructed by Castro on Nov. 23 to begin 
“formal discussions" with him. 

"... I informed Bundy and later was -told that the Cuban 
exercise would be put bn ice for a while — which it was and where 
it has been ever since," Attwocd writes. 

If . . .?• 


